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A SERVICE FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

GREETING 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ to with you 

and also with you. 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Holy God, 

holy and strong, 

holy and immortal: 

have mercy on us. 

Holy God, 

holy and strong, 

holy and immortal: 

have mercy on us. 

 

Silence 

 

Eternal God, source of all blessing, 

help us to worship you 

with all our heart and mind and strength; 

for you alone are God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 

Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion,                                            

and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 

 

Silence for reflection 
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In the wilderness we find your grace; 

you love us with an everlasting love. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

There is none but you to uphold our cause; 

our sin cries out and our guilt is great. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Heal us, O Lord, and we shall be healed; 

restore us and we shall know your joy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love 

bring us back to himself, 

forgive us our sins, 

and assure us of his eternal love 

in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 

 

COLLECT FOR LENT 5 

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

BIBLE READINGS 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

John 11: 1-45 
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THE SONG OF MANASSEH 

Full of compassion and mercy and love 

is God, the Most High, the Almighty. 

 

O Lord almighty and God of our ancestors: 

you made the heavens and the earth in their glorious array. 

 

All things quake with fear at your presence: 

and tremble because of your power. 

 

But your merciful promise is beyond all measure: 

it surpasses all that our minds can fathom. 

 

Lord you are full of compassion: 

long-suffering, and abounding in mercy. 

 

And now Lord I humble my heart: 

and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness. 

 

Unworthy as I am you will save me: 

and so I will praise you continually all the days of my life. 

 

For all the host of heaven sing your praises: 

and your glory is for ever and ever. 

 

Glory to God, Source of Being, 

Eternal Word and Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

Full of compassion and mercy and love 

is God, the Most High, the Almighty. 
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REFLECTION – A Hard Act To Follow 

“Martha is a hard example to follow. [In John 11: 21-27] she makes a very strong statement of faith 

at a time of great loss in her life. Death is the last complete mystery to us. Shelves of books on 

religion and philosophy have been written about the human fear of death. It is a great paradox to 

engage the idea in Martha’s story that loss and faith are intertwined. Times of great grief and loss 

in our lives make us ask that hard questions of God. Why? Why this loss and this unbearable 

pain? 

Perhaps it is the geography of Martha’s story that gives us a hint of how Martha arrived at her 

strong faith statement. For Martha does not stay home this time, busy as a hostess for the funeral 

guests. She leaves and goes out to meet Jesus on the road, to confront him with the reality of her 

brother’s death. Her first step to faith is the literal step out of the house of grief and loss. 

Renewal of faith beyond grief or loss is not a matter of simple words about God’s will. A loving 

God does not will death and loss. Faith in new life comes out of and beyond a struggle of 

questions, anguish, and confrontation. Do we believe in life after death? Do we have faith in the 

renewal of joy in our lives in spite of depression and despair? 

Martha’s faith was not a simple one. She came to it out of her seeking. Our faith today, in a world 

filled with human trauma, cannot be a simple one either. In prayer and worship, we bring our 

suffering, our losses, our confusions, and our sense of overwhelming responsibility to God.” 

Mary Zimmer 

 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

As the people of the living God, 

let us join together in our prayers 

for the Church and for the world. 

 

Holy God, breathe your life into the Church; 

breathe holiness and deepening faith, 

breathe energy, inspired teaching and fervent praise; 

unblock the channels and make us more receptive 

to your gentleness and your power. 

 

Silence 

 

Breathe into us: 
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so that we live in you. 

 

Holy God, breathe your life into the universe; 

breathe responsible caring, honesty and compassion, 

breathe right values and good stewardship, 

peace and reconciliation, vision and hope. 

 

Silence 

 

Breathe into us: 

so that we live in you. 

 

Holy God, breathe your life 

into our homes and places of work; 

breathe increased patience and understanding, 

and the courage to live the Christian life 

when to do so brings ridicule or demands sacrifice. 

 

Silence 

 

Breathe into us: 

so that we live in you. 

 

Holy God, breathe your life into those who suffer; 

breathe comfort and wholeness, 

forgiveness and new confidence, 

breathe peace of mind 

and the knowledge of your love. 

 

Silence 

 

Breathe into us: 

so that we live in you. 

 

Holy God, breathe your life into the dead and dying; 

breathe courage for the journey 

and the realisation that you can be trusted. 
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Breathe life that lasts for ever. 

 

Silence 

 

Breathe into us: 

so that we live in you. 

 

Holy God, breathe your life into us now 

as we offer you here our thanks and praise 

for your life laid down out of love for us. 

May our words be worked out 

in fresh commitment to you. 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Susan Sayers 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed by your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Loving God, accept the cries of our heart as we offer you our prayers; 

through them transform us and all creation until you are in all and through all. 
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We ask these and all our prayers in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

 

BLESSNG 

Christ give us grace to grow in holiness,  

to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among us and remain with us always. 

Amen. 

 

Material for this service was taken from 

New Patterns for Worship (Church House Publishing) © The Archbishops’ Council 2008; 

Living Stones: The All-Age Resource for the Revised Common Lectionary Year A (Kevin Mayhew)               
© Susan Sayers 1998; 

Resources for Preaching and Worship Year A: Quotations, Meditations, Poetry and Prayers                   
(Westminster John Knox Press) © Individual Contributors © Hannah Ward & Jennifer Wild 2004. 

 

 


